






READINGS 
6 PLAYS IN 60 MINUTES – BLAK & 
BRIGHT (THE VICTORIAN INDIGENOUS 
LITERARY FESTIVAL)
20 February 2016
Audience: 100

ILBIJERRI have been presenting challenging 
and inspiring Black theatre for 25 years. The 
ILBIJERRI Readings were an opportunity 
to see excerpts from 6 of ILBIJERRI’s 
current and upcoming works in 60 minutes. 
Performed by an ensemble of Indigenous 
actors, this one-off event provided an 
illuminating snapshot of the provocative and 
affecting work that ILBIJERRI creates.

ENSEMBLE
Isaac Drandic, Sermsah Bin Saad, Monica 
Karo & Kamarra Bell-Wykes

WORKSHOPS 
MELBOURNE INDIGENOUS TRANSITION 
SCHOOL IMPROVISATION WORKSHOPS
June-August 2016
Participants: 22

In 2016 a new model of Indigenous education 
was piloted through the Melbourne 
Indigenous Transition School. MARGUK 
worked with ImproMelbourne to deliver 
improvisation workshops with 22 Indigenous 
students from the Northern Territory and 
Victoria at the school. Three of the students 
went onto perform in the School Theatre 
Sports Challenge.

COBURG PRIMARY SCHOOL 
WORKSHOPS
May-August 2016
Participants: 200

The MARGUK Program supported St 
Martins Youth Arts Centre to deliver drama 
workshops at Coburg Primary School in 
preparation for their school performance.

SCHOOL WORKSHOP SERIES

The MARGUK Program has developed a 
School Workshop Series, which will tour 
schools in 2017 as part of Regional Arts 
Victoria’s Education Program. The School 
Workshop Series will use drama to engage 
students in Indigenous culture, histories and 
storytelling. Workshops will be available 
for all ages, from preschool to VCE and will 
be delivered by leading Indigenous theatre 
artists from ILBIJERRI.

FACILITATING ARTISTS
Kamarra Bell-Wykes, Lisa Maza, Sermsah Bin 
Saad & Jack Sheppard

COMMUNITY FELLOWS RESEARCH 
PROJECT – PERFORMING ARTS IN 
KOORI YOUTH JUSTICE 2005-2015
June-December 2016

MARGUK worked closely with academics 
at University of Melbourne to conduct a 
research project into the role of performing 
arts in the Koori Youth Justice space to begin 
to inform approaches to best practice in this 
sector. 

INDIGENOUS THEATRE IN THE 
CLASSROOM PROTOCOLS
February- October 2016

MARGUK has partnered with Monash 
University to develop a protocols document 
to support teachers and students in the 
classroom wanting to engage respectfully 
and meaningfully with Indigenous theatre 
and concepts through drama. This ongoing 
process involves extensive consultation with 
Indigenous artists and community members. 

 
ACCELERATE
November-December 2016

Our Education & Learning Manager Kamarra 
Bell-Wykes was one of 6 Indigenous artistic 
leaders accepted into the British Council’s 
Indigenous professional development 
program Accelerate. Kamarra met with a 
range of arts organisations and leaders 
across the United Kingdom to observe 
leading arts education practice. 

MARGUK is supported by the Lord Mayor’s 
Charitable Foundation & Gandel Philanthropy.

MARGUK: ILBIJERRI EDUCATION & 
LEARNING PROGRAM

NORTH WEST OF NOWHERE Q&A Photo: James Henry

RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT



CREATIVE DEVELOPMENT

Wilma Reading is one of Australia’s most 
accomplished Jazz singers, however her 
name is largely unknown. This show charts 
the rise of a young Indigenous singer, 
contrasted against the complex politics and 
social upheaval of 1960s Australia. Wilma 
believed race and gender were no barrier to 
her ambition. When she sang, she could be 
anyone she wanted to be.

Hugely successful, she toured the world, 
appearing regularly on TV, singing for the 
troops in Vietnam and even performing 
in Berlin as the wall came down. With 
determination and resilience Wilma Reading 
created a successful singing career that 
continues to this day. This project brings to 
the stage her inspirational life story, a story 
that needs to be heard.

CREATIVE DEVELOPMENT
July – November 2016

CREATIVE TEAM
Writers Wilma Reading, Jane Bodie (LUSH 
LIFE) & Dr Romaine Moreton (ONE MORE 
RIVER TO CROSS)
Director Rachael Maza
Musical Director Dr Lou Bennett
Performers Wilma Reading, Ursula Yovich & 
Gareth Reeves
Musicians Darrin Archer, Phil Collings &    
Gary Watling
Set & Costume Designer Marg Horwell
Audio Visual Designer Sean Bacon
Local Host (Cairns) Deline Briscoe

This creative development was supported by 
the Australian Government through the Major 
Festivals Initiative, in association with the 
Confederation of Australian International Arts 
Festivals and Melbourne Festival, the Ministry 
for the Arts Indigenous Arts & Languages 
Program, Arts Centre Melbourne and the City 
of Melbourne.

LUSH LIFE / ONE MORE RIVER TO CROSS

Photo: James HenryDR LOU BENNETT, URSULA YOVICH, WILMA READING & RACHAEL MAZA



FINANCIALS

INCOME
Event Income
Philanthropy & Donations
Other Income
Government Grants
Funds Received & Transferred
TOTAL INCOME

EXPENSES
Salaries, Wages & Fees
Presentation & Touring
Other programs
Marketing
Infrastructure Costs
TOTAL EXPENSES

NET SURPLUS

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash & Cash Equivalents
Trade & Other Receivables
Other Current Assets
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS

TOTAL NON-CURRENT ASSETS
TOTAL ASSETS

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Trade & Other Payables
Short-Term Provisions Payable
Income in Advance
TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES

TOTAL NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES
TOTAL LIABILITIES

NET ASSETS

EQUITY
Retained Earnings
Current Earnings
TOTAL EQUITY

INCOME & EXPENDITURE 
STATEMENT

STATEMENT OF
FINANCIAL POSITION

2016
$

323,093
162,755
23,662

876,240
-40,000

1,345,750

912,509
298,098

179
37,153

93,235
1,341,174

4,576

2016
$

975,741
251,989

37,274
1,265,004

0
1,265,004

127,520
43,587

819,844
990,951

0
990,951

274,053

269,477
4,576

274,053

2015
$

341,983
40,344
19,427

826,508
197,268

1,425,530

963,301
301,624

15,209
27,316

111,402
1,418,852

6,677

2015
$

582,335
262,675
20,773

865,783

0
865,783

32,164
87,131

477,012
596,307

0
596,307

269,477

262,799
6,677

269,477

This is an extract from the 2016 audited financial statements. 

Gavin Somers
President
Gavin Somers has been part of the ILBIJERRI 
board for over five years, and current 
Manager of the Koori Employment Team 
at the Victorian Department of Justice and 
Regulation. Gavin is a proud descendant 
of the Butchulla (Fraser Island) and Gubbi 
Gubbi people of Queensland, and is a 
recognised Koori singer/songwriter who is 
actively involved in the Melbourne arts and 
music community. Gavin holds an Advanced 
Diploma in Business Governance from 
Swinburne University and a Cert IV Indigenous 
Leadership & Community Development from 
the Australian Indigenous Leadership Centre 
in Canberra.

Kareena Gay 
Secretary
Kareena Gay is Kamilaroi woman from New 
South Wales. Kareena is a Senior Legal Policy 
Officer for Emergency Management Victoria. 
She holds a Bachelor of Laws from Sydney 
University and a Master of Laws from Monash 
University. She is also President of Tarwirri, 
the Indigenous Law Students and Lawyers 
Association of Victoria (ILSLAV).

Tony McCartney
Treasurer
Tony McCartney is from the Wotjobaluk (VIC) 
and Nari Nari (NSW) Aboriginal tribes. Tony 
was previously the CEO and a board member 
of the Victorian Aboriginal Health Service 
(VAHS), the CEO of Rumbulara Aboriginal Co-
operative in Moroopna Victoria, the National 
Chairperson of the National Aboriginal 
Community Control Health Organisation 
(NACCHO), and Chairperson of the Victorian 
Aboriginal Community Controlled Health 
Organisation and the CEO of Stolen 
Generations (Victoria). Tony is currently the 
Indigenous Liaison Officer at Kangan Institute.

Lisa Maza
Director
Lisa Maza (Meriam/Yidindji/Dutch) is a 
professional singer, actor, and MC. She holds a 
Cert IV in Business (Governance) from Victoria 
University, Cert III in Media (Documentary) 
and is currently a member of two Victorian 
ATSI boards.

Glenn Shea
Director
Glenn Shea was the first Aboriginal person 
to graduate from NIDA (National Institute of 
Dramatic Art) with a Degree in Dramatic Art. 
He is Coordinator/Lecturer in the Certificate 
IV in Community Service Work at Victoria 
Polytechnic (University) and a retired 
frontline Koori Youth Justice Worker with the 
Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative. He is 
also the inventor of THE STORYTELLER, an 
interactive cultural education resource that 
teaches participants about Indigenous culture.

STAFF
Artistic Director Rachael Maza
Executive Producer Simeon Moran
Creative Producers Ben Graetz &
Naretha Williams
Associate Producers Damienne Pradier,     
Lisa Parris, Julia Valentini & Ilana Russell
Education Manager Kamarra Bell-Wykes
Development & Marketing Manager 
Iain Finlayson 
Marketing Coordinator Fred Chuang
Acting Marketing Coordinators Claire Wilcock 
& Jodie Kinnersley
Marketing Assistant Catherine French 
Evaluation Assistant Ian Michael
Company Manager Lauren Bok 
Finance Manager Jon Hawkes

BOARD OF DIRECTORS & STAFF



KEY FUNDING PARTNERS

PROJECT FUNDING

FUNDERS & SUPPORTERS

DONORS
Sheamus & Christina Gebhardt
C. J.  Kirkpatrick 
Les Tate
Ann Scully
Carolyn Poon
Samara Pitt
Thomas Wright
Claire Wilcock
Helena Grunfeld
Maggie Grant
Louise Love

ANNUAL REPORT 2016
Graphic Design Tom William Francis, 
PineappleCreative.com.au
Cover Photo Dorine Blaise

PRESENTING PARTNERS
National Arts Centre, Ottawa
Push Festival, Vancouver
High Performance Rodeo, Calgary
Melbourne Festival
Arts Centre Melbourne 
Arts House
Darebin Arts Speakeasy
Blak & Bright – The Victorian Indigenous 
Literary Festival

THANK YOU
Many thanks to our supporters and friends 
who contributed to making 2016 a brilliant 
year for ILBIJERRI Theatre Company.

Indigenous Languages and Arts  



ILBIJERRI THEATRE COMPANY
Meat Market
5 Blackwood Street
North Melbourne
Victoria 3051
AUSTRALIA

T +61 3 9329 9097
F +61 3 9329 9105
E info@ilbijerri.com.au

ilbijerri.com.au
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